
A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Tranquility Neighbor,

Greetings and welcome to the inaugural re-introduction of our church 
newsletter. Thank you for taking time to read this edition. We hope that 
you find it helpful and informative. 

There is a point recorded in the Gospels where Jesus is asked, “What are 
the most important commandments to follow that would help us live an 
honorable life?” Luke’s Gospel records: He (Jesus) answered, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”

This simple verse sums up all that we as a church family and 
neighbors are called to live as we share our lives together in and around 
Tranquility, NJ. It is our hope that this newsletter helps us to do just that: 
to better connect and share our love with those around us in our 
community and beyond. We also hope that by keeping church members 
and the community updated on church events and missions, via this 
newletter and our website, tranquilutyumc.org, we will give everyone an 
opportunity to participate in sharing the love of our community.

Thank you again, neighbor, for reading our newsletter. Thank you also, to 
all those who sponsor and support the content and mailing. May our 
efforts help us to live Jesus’ simple and significant command by loving 
God and our neighbors!

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Rich
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STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has been very busy this 
year. The function of this five person committee is to evaluate 
the state of affairs at Tranquility United Methodist Church and the 
performance of the pastor. These evaluations are done through 
questionnaires and face to face meetings with Skylands District 
Superintendant, Steven Bechtold. 

With the resignation of Pastor Rich Peter, the SPRC has been  
instrumental in determining the criteria for selecting the new  
pastor. Meetings within the committee and with DS, Steve Bech-
told, have outlined our needs and wants in a replacement best 
suited to Tranquility United Methodist Church..

A transition team, comprised of SPRC members and other TUMC 
leaders will meet with conference leaders in May to insure that 
the switch to a new pastor will be as smooth as possible.
Pastor Rich will be greatly missed. He came to us when we had 
been floundering without a permanent pastor. He set goals, 
provided leadership and grew our congregation at a time when 
we thought we would be closed down. Rich, you will be truly 
missed and we wish you and your family the best.
 
SPRC Chairperson
Barbara Gardiner
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A note received by the 
church from 

Cub Scout Troop 184

UPCOMING EVENTS

Fish and Chips Dinner
May 3, 2018 

5-7pm
Catered by Tastefully 
British and served at 
TUMC Community House at

5 Kennedy Rd.
Tranquility, NJ

$15 adults / $7 kids
eat in or take out

Blood Drive
June 16, 2018 

9am-3pm
TUMC Community House

5 Kennedy Road, 
Tranquility, NJ

Garage Sale
COMING SOON

Rent a table and sell 
your own items! 

Check our website, 
tranquilityumc.org 

for details.

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE

Great things are happening here 
at TUMC! Work on projects earlier 
is continuing to move forward.

We are committed to address 
the most important repairs first. 
There are projects being worked 
on and completed that may not 
always be visible. Please rest 
assured that progress is always 
being made.

We have been able to put a new 
roof on the church, along with 
the installation of a new electri-
cal service. Decaying and unsafe 
trees have been removed near 
the church, Community Center 
and parsonage. Making these ar-
eas safe has been a top priority.

Also, a contractor is about to 
begin the conversion of our 
church’s heating system from oil 
to gas. This change will result in 
saved money each month. 

We are presently in the midst of 
repairs on the sub-structure of 
our church that will hold a new 
steeple in the future. An investi-
gation of pre-manufactured 
steeples has begun. The new 
steeple will be light-weight, low 
maintenance, along with a rela-
tively easy installation.

Our goal is to restore our church 
to its original beauty and to 
continue to be a landmark in our 
community as a “spire against 

the mountains.” The Trustees, 
congregation and donors have 
all joined hands to see that 
necessary repairs continue to be 
completed. TUMC can only move 
forward with its restoration work 
with more necessary donations 
to our “repair our church” fund. 
They will be welcomed and very 
much appreciated. 

TUMC Trustee Committee 
Chairman, Terry Sams

NURTURE TEAM
The Nurture team’s goal 
at TUMC is to spread the 
word of God, love and com-
passion for our fellow man/
woman as Jesus taught us 
all to do! Our Nurture team 
visits those members of our 
congregation who are home 
bound or shut-ins, in nurs-
ing homes and others who 
need a visit, so they know 
they are not forgotten. As 
the Nurture Team continues 
to reach out to our shut-in 
members, we are planning 
to make arrangements to 
have some of them attend 
a worship service at TUMC. 
We are sure that this visit 
will raise their spirits and let 
them know that they are 
loved and thought of always 
by our congregation. 

For Valentine’s Day 2018, we 
put together what we call 
“Baskets of Love” targeting 
members who are Shut-Ins. 
The baskets included items 
that would be helpful in their 
daily life such as: arm chair 
organizer, shoe-horns, flash-
lights, crossword puzzles, 
pens, Our Daily Bread pam-
phlet and other items to 
enjoy throughout their day. 

We are always trying to 
think of ways to increase 
funds so that money is 
available to carry out our 
missions. Plans are in the 
making to organize a flea 
market/garage sale where 
tables can be rented by 
individuals to sell their mer-
chandise. We are
hoping to make this an an-
nual event at TUMC. Details 
will be on our website soon. 
Hope to see you there!

TUMC Nurture Team
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

All are welcome at Tranquility United Methodist Sunday School, 

which meets during our 10am Worship Service following the  

Junior Sermon. The program runs from September through June. 

We hope to sing at the 10am Worship Service one more time 

before ending our school year on June 17, 2018.

REBUILD
TRANQUILITY
STEEPLE

please donate 

to the rebuilding 

fund at 

tranquilityumc.

org
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